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632 Geographical Literature and Maps. 

narrative of Cortez as volume 4, which volume he himself has prepared for the 
press. The printers have done their part in giving us a neat and attractive 
page with type that can be easily read. 

Although we have recent editions of the Cortez narrative in English, we are 
told that seventy years have passed since the appearance of a German edition. 
Dr. Schultze has done his work with great care. His extensive critical notes 
make this issue one of great value. He who reads the Cortez story as it here 
appears will also want to read the footnotes. 

Cortez, as is known, did not always tell the full truth concerning his enter- 
prises, as for instance he omits an account of the massacre at Cholula, as he also 
does a reference to the execution of the ruler Guatemotzin on the capture of the 
capital of the Aztecs. Omissions in the story the edjtor of this volume has under- 
taken to supply from contemporaneous accounts. Considering the purpose for 
which this volume was prepared it is a commendable achievement. E. L. S. 

Die Reisen des Venezianers Marco Polo, im 13. Jahrhundert. 
Bearbeitet and herausgegeben von Dr. Hans Lemkc. Mit einem 
Bilde Marco Polos. Im Gutenberg-Verlag (Bibliotheken Wertvoller Memoiren, 
Vol. I edited by Dr. Ernst Schultze), Hamburg, 1908. M. 6. 

This series of Memoirs, the editor expressly asserts, is intended more for the 
educated laity than for the historical specialists who will always wish to consult 
original documents. 

He lays claim to an original plan in that he proposes to include in the series 
the most valuable memoirs of all times and of all peoples, in other words to select 
only those which have more than a temporal and a local interest. The issue of 
this series seems to be another response to the interest which students and the 
general reading public are increasingly manifesting in history as told by con- 
temporaries. 

Marco Polo's Book of the Kingdoms and Marvels of the East appears here 
in German dress. It is not a little surprising that so long a time has intervened 
since the appearance of the last German edition of this great travel narrative. 
In a sense one may therefore speak of it as timely. 

Well edited as this volume appears to be, with an explanatory introduction 
and with copious notes, it does not take rank with that most scholarly English 
edition by Yule with Cordier's additional and up-to-date notes. This particular 
issue of the Polo Narrative is especially for German readers and cannot fail of 
favorable reception. There is a charm and lively interest which the story of 
the Polo travels will never lose. They were pioneers among the modern 
European explorers of central and eastern Asia, of what we have come to call 
the Far East. Of the governments, of the manners and customs of the people, 
of the riches of the distant Orient, they brought the first reliable information to 
the west. This cheap but well-printed edition will find readers. E. L. S. 

New Italy, Her People and Their Story. A Popular History of 
the Development and Progress of Italy from the Time of 
Theodorich the Great to That of Victor Emanuel III. By 
Augusta Hale Gifford. ix and 332 pp., Illustrations and Maps. Lothrop, 
Lee & Shepard Co., Boston, 1909. $1.20. 
He who takes up this little volume expecting to get therefrom anything like 

satisfactory glimpses of the Italian people from that early day named on the title 



